HOWELLS AND REALISM

with us, I remember/' he says, speaking of Westerners, "that
the manners, customs, thoughts, and feelings of New England
country people filled so large a place in books, while our life,
not less interesting, not less romantic, and certainly not less
filled with humorous and grotesque material, had no place in
literature. It was as though we were shut out of good society."
He had a larger and sounder motive. Having read Taine's
Art in the Netherlands, Egglcston undertook to portray the
life of southern Indiana in the faithful, undoctrinaire spirit
of a Dutch painter, and wrote The Hoosicr Schoolmaster
(1871). Refusing to follow the violent and yet easy road of
the dime novelists, he confined himself to a plain talc of plain
men and women, choosing for his scene a backwoods district
where true Hoosiers flourished at their most typical, rather
than any of the more cultivated Indiana communities- His
plot exists almost solely for the sake of the manners described,
the backwoods sentiments and dialects, labors and amuse-
ments.

These singularities had already been exposed by Bayard
Rush Hall in The New Purchase (1855), and there was begin-
ning to grow up a modest literature reporting "that curious
poor-whitey race which is called 'tar-heel' in the northern
Carolina, 'sand-hilled in the southern, 'corn-cracker' in Ken-
tucky, Yahoo" in Mississippi, and in California Tike' . . .
the Hoosiers of the dark regions of Indiana and the Egyptians
of southern Illinois": a people, still not extinct, whom later
observers came to think of as the contemporary ancestors of
those modem Americans who have outgrown eighteenth-
century conditions as the poor whites have not. All of Eggle-
ston's essential novels deal with this aspect of America, what-
ever the scene: Indiana in The Hoosier Schoolmaster, The
End of the World (1872), and Roxy (1878); Ohio in The
Circuit Rider (1874); Illinois in The Graysons (1887); Min-
nesota in The Mystery of MetropolisvilJe (1873), Light is
thrown upon his aims in fiction by the fact that he subse-